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WKU is up for reaccreditation by the
Southern Association of Colleges and
Schools Commission on Colleges this
academic year.
The SACSCOC is a regional accrediting party commissioned by the U.S.
Department of Education that reviews
colleges to ensure they meet certain
standards in areas such as academics
and administration.
Richard Miller, vice provost and
chief diversity officer, said the SACSCOC accreditation is vital because it
allows the university to offer degree
programs and students to receive federal financial aid.
“If an institution loses its accreditation, that is a huge deal,” Miller said.
“You try to avoid that at all costs.”
Colleges and universities undergo
the reaccreditation process every 10
years.
“We’ve been relatively successful
over the years at being accredited by
SACSCOC and we try to do everything
we can to maintain that accreditation,” Miller said.
President Gary Ransdell said he
would be surprised if any problems
emerged during the process and is
confident WKU will be reaccredited.
“It’s a very thorough process and
we’ve devoted a lot of time and
thought and energy to prepare for the
reaccreditation process,” he said.
Miller said he established several
committees, such as a leadership review committee, which broke into
teams to address specific standards,
such as the mission of the institution
and the role of the Board of Regents.
Sylvia Gaiko, associate vice president
for planning and program development and a member of the leadership
committee, said the process involves
documenting and reviewing everything the university does.
“It gives you a standard of how to
operate a good educational practice,”
she said.
Miller said an internal and external
committee will review the institution,
and then SACSCOC will provide an
off-site and on-site committee for additional review.
The on-site committee will come to
campus April 17 to 19 to talk with fac-
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Fall-to-fall enrollment numbers decrease
BY KAE HOLLOWAY AND TREY
CRUMBIE

NEWS @WKUHERALD.COM
WKU’s fall to fall enrollment is down
for a second consecutive year. WKU’s
enrollment for this semester is 20,178
students, down 278 students from the
20,456 students enrolled in fall 2013.
President Gary Ransdell said the
enrollment drop resulted in a loss of
$512,000 for the fall revenue target for
enrollment.
“While that’s a significant number,
it’s a manageable number,” he said.
“The enrollment driven revenue certainly has our attention and we’re
tracking it very closely and we have to
have a balanced budget, and we will.”
Ransdell said money can be made

up with one time carry-forward money that’s not part of the recurring budget.
Brian Meredith, chief enrollment
and graduation officer, said he expected part-time student enrollment
to decrease due to many of those students going back into the workforce.
About 5,950 part-time students are
enrolled, down 191 students from fall
2013.
Sharon Hunter, coordinator for College Readiness, and Meredith said
there are many reasons for why students no longer choose to enroll at
WKU, but the primary reasons are
economic and personal.
Hunter said some students must
drop out of school to take jobs to support their families.

“It’s a market driven economy,” she
said.
Ransdell said that part-time students are not only in decline on WKU’s
campus, but others as well.
He said part-time graduate student
numbers are declining as well as many
potential students are finding cheaper
alternatives with other schools and
programs, namely those going into
teaching.
“We’re having a hard time competing in the marketplace with small,
private institutions with a much lower
price point and a less rigorous degree
requirement,” he said.
Enrollment as a whole is down, but
international student enrollment increased this semester. About 1,402
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Students prepare for Finals Week
BY LEAH BROWN

NEWS@WKUHERALD.COM
It’s that time of the year again.
Procrastinators fill the computer labs
of Mass Media and Technology Hall with
last minute cramming until the early
morning hours while Einstein’s line is out
the door with zombie-like students begging for more coffee.
However, there are alternatives offered
on campus to cope with the dreadful
stress of finals.
Betsy Pierce, the Counseling and Testing Center’s outreach coordinator, said
the center will offer sessions to help
teach students the best way to deal with
stress and ways to reduce stress, as they
do throughout the year.
ALYSSA POINTER/HERALD
The Academic Advising & Retention
Center will also continue to offer free tu- Lauren Hazelwood (right), of Henderson, rubs her head in frustration after
toring sessions to any student in need, discussing the answer to a finance question during a late-night study group
said student staff worker, Mount Sterling with classmates Samantha Coomes, (left) of Owensboro, and Gatlin Milam, of
SEE FINALS WEEK PAGE A2 Russellville, on the third floor of Helm Library on Tuesday.
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FINALS WEEK
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senior Tori Conyers.
Helm and Cravens Libraries will
stay open an extra two hours, until 2
a.m. every night during finals week.
Java City will also motivate students
with free coffee and pastries each
night.

SACSCOC

Continued from FRONT
-ulty, administrators and students and
to visit the buildings on the main and
regional campuses.
Miller said the committee will question students and faculty about their
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Some students may find studying off
campus beneficial as well.
Louisville junior Hannah Dickerson
said she spends most of her time doing homework at Spencer’s Coffee at
the Square. She plans to study for her
finals there as well.
“Next week I will be staying up a
little later than normal,” Dickerson
said. “Starting this week I will be mak-

ing studying guides so I don’t have to
cram.”
Next week, students may be waking
up a little earlier than normal. Exam
times for classes are set at different
times than when the class originally
meets. Students can find their exam
schedules for fall semester on WKU’s
official website.
Many students will receive the luxury

of extra study time on Wednesday from
8 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. since no exams are
scheduled during those time slots.
White House, Tennessee senior Lauren Sanders said she is using this week
to figure out how difficult finals week
will be.
“I'm just finishing homework, trying
to get grades back so I know how much
I need to study,” she said.

familiarity with the reaccreditation
process and the school’s Quality Enhancement Plan.
The QEP is a blueprint of what the
university wants to focus on. Miller
said WKU’s QEP is themed “Evidence
and Argument.”
“It’s really important that students as

well as faculty and staff have a pretty
good understanding of what the reaffirmation accreditation process is all
about,” Miller said.
He said he will be publicizing more
about the SACSCOC accreditation next
semester. Students can also find more
information about the QEP on the Aca-

demic Affairs page on the WKU website.
Miller said he is confident the school
will receive reaccreditation.
“It’s always good to take a close look
at yourself as a whole as an institution,”
he said. “We feel really good about our
report and we’re just waiting to hear
some feedback.”
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SGA passes alcohol resolution during final meeting
BY LASHANA HARNEY
NEWS@WKUHERALD.COM
Discussion of alcohol and
smoking on campus dominated most of the two-and-half
hour Student Government
Association meeting on Tuesday, the final meeting of the
semester.
A motion to overturn the
SGA Executive Cabinet’s decision to veto the passage of
Resolution 11-14-F, Resolution
to Support a Smoke Free Campus, from Nov. 18 was made.
However, the senate failed to
overturn the veto.
President Nicki Taylor, during
her report, read the Executive
Cabinet’s official statement on
the issue. Taylor said the Executive Cabinet vetoed the smoking ban resolution because of
enforcement, housing requirements and practicality.
“I did want to make sure
that I read the exact Executive
Cabinet’s decision that we all
voted on too because those
are the words, those are the
reasons, that is the language
that all of the Executive Cabinet voted on to veto the resolution, signed onto and agreed
with,” Taylor said.
Taylor also spoke about her
personal opinion on her rea-

soning behind favoring the
veto.
“I’m just not comfortable
with any type of smoking
ban,” she said.
Taylor said she is for promoting wellness, but enforcing a
smoking ban would enforce
more smoking withdrawal
symptoms on students. Taylor
said she also favored the veto
because the resolution didn’t
take non-traditional students
into consideration.
“We have to think about the
regional campuses,” Taylor said.
Taylor said most students on
regional campuses are nontraditional students. She said
during her discussions with
students on regional campuses, they felt their voice wasn’t
heard on the issue.
“Overall, I do stand firm with
the decision the Executive
Cabinet made,” Taylor said.
Taylor said the decision was
very divisive.
“It was very close,” she said.
“I honestly think that if a different group of senators were
to have been here, it could’ve
went either way.”
Nolan Miles, executive vice
president, said he abstained
from the vote for the veto in
Executive Cabinet.
Senator William Berry, author of the smoke-free resolu-

tion, disagreed with the veto.
Berry said SGA is in place to
represent the student body.
However, nothing it does will
ever have full support from
students.
He said he gathered 1,500
signatures for a petition for a
smoke-free campus.
While the smoke-free resolution remains defeated, SGA
expresses its support on selling alcohol in on-campus
restaurants, such as RedZone.
Resolution 13-14-F, Resolution to Support amending the
University's Alcohol Policy
and Student Code of Conduct,
passed. The resolution will support amending WKU’s alcohol
policy and the code of conduct
to allow students age 21 or older
to purchase and possess alcohol on campus.
Resolution co-author Jody
Dahmer said banning alcohol
outright does not work.
“We are a moist campus in
a wet city in an otherwise dry
county,” Dahmer said. “I just
want to say that is too many
loops and hoops to jump
through. We need clarification
because the point is this university policy as it stands right
now not only is ineffective, but
also incredibly hard to enforce
fairly among students.”

Dahmer said although consumption of alcohol is a problem students are facing, this
resolution can take a step in
the right direction to promote
safer consumption. He said he
wants to make it clear that the
resolution does not support
underage drinking or drinking
in the dorms.
Berry said a campus that
doesn’t allow alcohol on campus only pushes partying further away from campus and
increases some potential risks.
However, senator Zach Jones
said selling alcohol on campus
could encourage students to
drink.
“I am just concerned a little
bit with the reaction of the student body as we were trying to
restrict the ability to smoke
on campus, and then, in the
same day, go conversely with
the loosening or adding more
freedoms when it comes to
drinking,” Jones said.
Taylor said she received
feedback on Resolution 8-14F, Resolution to Support the
Consultation of the Student
Body by Members of the Administration of WKU.
She said President Gary
Ransdell responded to the resolution, saying he will present
the resolution to other members of the administration.

Bill 16-14-F, Funding from
Organizational Aid Appropriations for S.T.R.I.P.E.S. Club and
National Pan-Hellenic Council, passed with no debate.
The bill allocates $1,000 from
Organizational Aid Appropriations for S.T.R.I.P.E.S Club and
National Pan-Hellenic Council. The organizations will receive $500 each.
Resolution 14-14-F, Resolution to Support the “Many
Neighborhoods, One Community” project, passed with no
debate. The resolution supports
the establishment of minority
cultural centers on campus.
Resolution 12-14-F, Resolution to Support the Adoption of the Uniform Residential Landlord and Tenant
Act (URLTA) in the Bowling
Green/Warren County Community, passed with no debate. The resolution supports
the adoption of URLTA by the
Warren County Fiscal Court,
which would provide a standardized legal relationship between landlords and tenants.
Resolution author James
Line said URLTA protects both
landlords and tenants.
“This affects the students …
When students move off campus and the majority of students
at WKU live off campus and
many of them rent,” he said.

Social justice group seeks to educate students
BY LEAH BROWN

NEWS@WKUHERALD.COM
A recent issue on Columbia University’s campus has
grabbed the attention of a
WKU student group.
Bowling Green junior Kate
McElroy said beginning in
September, Emma Sulkowicz,
a Columbia senior, has been
carrying her dorm mattress to
symbolize the burden she carries from her rape.
Next semester, the WKU Coalition for Social Justice will
mimic Sulkowicz’s actions on
campus with a “Carry That
Weight” demonstration where

students can sign their name
on a mattress to raise awareness for sexual assault.
This is only one of many issues the coalition wishes to
bring awareness to and education on.
McElroy began working at
the Institute for Citizenship
& Social Responsibility in the
fall of 2012. This gave her the
inspiration to create a student group that represents the
same issues the ICSR covers.
The student-led group was established on Oct. 1 by McElroy
with the help of other students
and friends, such as Bowling
Green junior Aeryn Darst. It

ENROLLMENT
Continued from FRONT

international students are enrolled at
WKU, up 305 students from fall 2013.
Saudi Arabia currently has the largest international student body on
campus, with a total of 594 students
enrolled. China follows with 176 and
Brazil rocketed up to third with 157,
up 151 students, or 2,516 percent, from
last year.
“International students is a marketplace that we’re pursuing aggressively,”
Ransdell said.
Raza Tiwana, chief international officer of global recruitment, said bringing
these students stateside has involved
communicating to these countries
what WKU has to offer. He said many
incoming Brazilians students have full
ride scholarships through a Brazilian
government program.
Ransdell said the university is working with several other countries to
set up similar programs and increase
international numbers. Next year, Tiwana said the university can expect an

aims to educate and encourage
activism for social justice.
“We would like to expand
opportunities for students to
be active,” Darst said.
ICSR Director Judy Rohrer,
the coalition’s faculty advisor,
has an extensive background
in nonprofit organizing and activism dealing with feminism,
disability, decolonization and
anti-militarism issues.
Because of her history in
activism, Rohrer has many
connections at several institutions, such as the University
of Connecticut and Syracuse
University, and is able to provide the group with models for

increase in students from the country
of Oman.
Meredith said having a stable international student population is imperative to WKU’s student body as a
whole.
“It’s a global society these days,” he
said. “If we’re training and educating
students to go out into the world, I
think it is very enriching to have our international student population working and being in class with our domestic population. Both sides win in that
relationship.”
Hunter and Meredith attributed the
increase of international students
to supportive federal governments
abroad, word-of-mouth communication and WKU’s recruiting methods such as forming International
Admissions, an office specifically devoted to enrolling international students.
“We’re not going to slow down there,”
Meredith said. “We’re leaning in and
putting a full throttle to international
recruitment….”
Meredith is happy with the revamped

student activism.
The coalition has about 43
members on Facebook, but
only around 10 to 15 members
are heavily involved, McElroy
said.
The group has done letterwriting campaigns to help the
passage of the Uniform Residential Landlord and Tenant
Act in Bowling Green to support the Student Coalition for
Renter’s Rights in November.
It also plans to help Title IX
Coordinator Huda Melky create a video that educates students about sexual assault and
harassment.
“This semester we have been

recruiting process WKU has carried
out in the past 18 months to improve
future enrollment numbers for the fall
of 2015 and 2016.
Meredith and team have worked with
new tactics to appeal to prospective
students. They’ve shown them examples of where WKU students work after
they graduate and showcased WKU’s
Honors College and Study Abroad programs.
Social media has also played a significant part in recruiting students, Meredith and Hunter said. For example,
WKU uses Twitter to field questions
from prospective students and has created groups on Facebook to connect
students of the same graduating class
with each other.
“A school that’s not embracing social
media does so at their peril,” Meredith
said.
Hunter said social media is useful,
but is just a tool. Direct, personalized
interaction with people makes a difference.
“Students recruiting other students is
very powerful,” Meredith said.

focusing pretty heavily on sexual harassment issues,” McElroy said.
McElroy said the WKU CSJ
has received great feedback
from Melky, as well as other
student coalitions on campus,
such as the Student Coalition
for Renters’ Rights.
McElroy said the group is
personal to her and many of
her friends have experienced
social problems on a personal
level.
“I can’t pick an issue that
doesn’t mean something personal to me,” McElroy said.
“So that’s the struggle as where
to focus our efforts next.”

Retention is also a factor in WKU’s
enrollment. WKU’s current freshman
to sophomore retention rate is about
73 percent, a number Meredith wants
to improve to about 80 percent.
Ransdell echoed these sentiments.
“We’ve raised our admission standards,” Ransdell said. “Every point or
half a point we raise our ACT score, we
also find that there’s a correlation of a
percent or two in our retention numbers.”
Meredith said the current first-time
freshman class has an average ACT
score of about 23.4 and an average
GPA of about 3.33. He said an academically prepared freshman class
usually improves university graduation and retention rate in the long
term.
“This incoming class will drive that,”
he said.
Meredith said WKU’s enrollment has
been stagnant for the past two years,
but is optimistic that it will improve in
the future.
“WKU is turning a corner with its enrollment,” Meredith said.
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Have an opinion? Tweet us
@wkuherald or find us on Facebook
at WKUHerald as well. Let us know
your thoughts about the editorial, or
write us with what is on your mind.

Fire safety statistics
• In 2011, there were 364,500 fires in residential buildings
• They caused 2,520 deaths and 13,910 injuries
• 70 of those deaths occurred in Kentucky
• The three major causes were cooking (166,600 fires), heating
(43,700 fires) and Smoking (17,900 fires)
• On average, seven people died in U.S. home fires
every day from 2007-2011
• Working smoke alarms cut the risk of dying in home fires in half
• 60 percent of house fire deaths occur in
homes with no working fire alarms
• Red Cross recommends preparing with

SMOKE Alarms • escape plans • cooking safety • carbon monoxide detectors

• Sleep was a factor in 31 percent of smoking-caused fire
deaths, possible alcohol use a factor in 18 percent.
Sources: A 2011 USFA study & American Red Cross safety guidelines

Ransdell's Words on fire tragedy

At Western Kentucky University
we take many steps to ensure the
safety of our campus family. Enhanced campus lighting, sprinklers
in residence halls, a closed circuit
TV monitoring network throughout
much of the campus and multiple
warning systems in place for storms
and other potential dangers are but a
few of the ways we are taking added
precautions these days. These are
also among the reasons WKU recently received a “Safe Communities” designation from the National
Safety Council, making WKU only
the fourth university in the nation to
earn this recognition.
However, the recent loss of WKU
student Tyler English in a house fire
at his off-campus residence prompts

us to refocus our efforts to fire safety.
That message is especially important for students who live off campus
in rental housing and particularly
for those living in older homes that
have been converted to multi-tenant
rental property. In the wake of Tyler’s tragic death, we are teaming up
with the City of Bowling Green and
the Bowling Green Fire Department
to develop an educational awareness campaign that will be targeted
toward students and parents to promote fire safety.
Education is a key component to
safety, and it’s especially important
for young men and women who are
living on their own for the first time.
Those who know what to look for to
make their homes safer and those

who know how to react if the unthinkable happens greatly increase their
chances of preventing or surviving a
serious incident. That is our goal.
Look for a major announcement in
the near future outlining our efforts.
We will utilize multiple platforms, including traditional and social media,
to ensure the widest possible circulation of important messages about fire
safety and safe housing in general.
The loss of a member of our campus
family is devastating no matter the
circumstances. Hopefully, however,
this effort will help prevent similar
tragedies in the future.

TWEETS FROM

THE HILL

@Danielle_Mwah: So ecstatic to
know I’ll be a hill topper and going
to my top pick school #wku — Sent
4:31PM - 3 Dec 2014

@RedOneWisdom: Realistically I
only want two things this Xmas.
One of those being #WKU in the Hawaii Sheraton Bowl. — Sent 2:46 PM
- 3 Dec 2014
@abbeysorrells: Using the girls
bathroom in DSU is like trying to go
pee in a cave. #sodark #WKU
— Sent 1:36 PM - 3 Dec 2014
@janaynayy13: The Thong Song
playing in Preston right now! #wku
— Sent 10:23 AM - 3 Dec 2014
@_torraay: Guthrie Bell Tower gonna drop a Christmas mixtape soon.
#WKU
— Sent 8:59 AM - 3 Dec 2014
@bluejaebird: I look like a walking
#WKU advertisement today. LITERALLY head to toe brandishing the
logo and colors — Sent 8:49 AM - 3
Dec 2014
@CanaHerron: Cherry Hall is decorated for Christmas! #Festive #WKU
— Sent 7:50 AM - 3 Dec 2014
@Justin_L_Cline: All I have to say
about #UAB is come on up to #WKU,
we won’t screw your over!!! We’d
love to have you!!! #GoTOPS #WKU
— Sent 3:20 PM - 2 Dec 2014
@AquaTanner: The bell tower has
gone to it’s Christmas playlist! #wku
— Sent 2:05 PM - 2 Dec 2014
@ashleypinsonkey: Nothing gets
your heart pumping in the morning
quite like a squirrel, in a trash can,
who no longer wants to be there.
#WKU #GoTops — Sent 7:37 AM - 2
Dec 2014
@Lauraonthehill: The @WKUAdmissions office is headed to the
home of @WKUGaryRansdell for a
lovely Christmas breakfast!
#wku #holidaycheer — Sent 7:17 AM
- 2 Dec 2014

Gary A. Ransdell
President
Western Kentucky University

HAPPINESS IS

Holidays offer time for reflection

BY JACOB PARKER
OPINION@WKUHERALD.COM

December is a unique month.
It’s the last month of the calendar year, and it brings winter
to transcend into the next year.
The holidays offer chances to
spend with family and reflect
on how everyone seems just a
little bit older. The year’s end
inspires reflection so that on
Jan. 1, the student body also

begins anew. With fall graduation approaching along with the end of 2014,
it’s okay to cry a little. Just remember to smile through the
tears.
• Happiness is when clichés
such as “when one door closes, another opens” ring true.
• Happiness is grabbing that
onstage selfie with Gare Bear
during graduation.

• Happiness is finally finishing
those last three credit hours over
winter term.
• Happiness is the defining moment
when you first realize how small you
are in comparison to the rest of the
world.
• Happiness is being able to pick
anywhere to start your new life.
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• Happiness is having a whole semester to relax until internships start
in the summer and fall.

• Happiness is a New Year’s resolution.

• Happiness is successfully completing last year’s resolution by becoming a better version of yourself.

• Happiness is the absence of fear in
the face of the unknown.

VOICE YOUR OPINION

CONTACT US

Opinion 270.745.4874 || opinion@wkuherald.com

Advertising: 270.745.2653
advertising@wkuherald.
com
Newsroom: 270.745.6011
news@wkuherald.com
Address: 1906 College
Heights Blvd. #11084,
Bowling Green, KY 421011084

The Herald encourages readers to write letters and commentaries on topics of public interest. Here are a few guidelines:
1. Letters shouldn't exceed 250 words. Commentaries should
be about 500 words and include a picture.
Chuck Clark
2. Originality counts. Please don't submit plagiarized work.
Student Publications
3. For verification, letters and commentaries MUST include your
Director
name, phone number, home town and classification or title.
4. Letters may not run in every edition due to space.
*Denotes editorial board mem5. The Herald reserves the right to edit all letters for style,
bers. The Herald publishes on
Tuesdays and Thursdays during grammar, length and clarity. The Herald does NOT print libelous
submissions.
the school year. The first copy
is free, and additional copies
6. Submissions must be received by 7 p.m. on Sunday and
are 50 cents each, available
Wednesday.
in the Student Publications
Center on Normal Street.

REPORT AN ERROR
Editor: 270.745.5044
editor@wkuherald.com

DISCLAIMER: The opinions expressed in this newspaper DO NOT reflect those of Western
Kentucky University's employees or of its administration.
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CLASSIFIEDS
Classified Advertising Manager: Ashley Edwards

advertising@wkuherald.com

HELP WANTED
High School baseball
umpires needed.
Contact Phil Burkeen at
270-791-1845.

EZ Money Pawn, &
Jewelry:
Full and/or Part-time person
to set up Internet Sales,
E-Bay, etc. Apply in person:
1175 Clay St., Bowling
Green.

FOR SALE
BUY-SELL-TRADE: Games, DVDs, Records!
Also: Comics, CDs, Toys, CCGs, RPGs, more!
The Great Escape Records & Comics
2945 Scottsville Rd. (Near Greenwood Mall)
615-782-8092

MISCELLANEOUS
Cash for your broken or unwanted gold jewelry, class
rings, etc. EZ Money Pawn & Jewelry, 1175 Clay St.
Free drop off service on Tuesdays and Wednesdays at
EZ Wash Laundromat at 12th & Clay St. with WKU ID.

Note to Readers: The College Heights Herald screens ads for misleading or false claims but
cannot guarantee any ad or claim. Please use caution when answering ads, especially when
asked to send money or provide credit card information. The College Heights Herald is not
responsible for the content or validity of these paid classified ads.

PREVIOUS CROSSWORD
SOLUTION

SUDOKU

ACROSS
1 One may be under a
jacket
5 Drift on the breeze
9 Military group
14 Basically
16 Storyteller of a sort
17 Where dogs chat?
18 Sobriety symbol
19 Hosp. test
20 Pilot’s stat.
21 Manifest
22 Harsh
24 Where donkeys
make noise?
26 Fight a cold, say
28 Ages and ages
29 King of Naples in
“The Tempest”
32 Fed. property
overseer
33 Traveling, in a way
37 Where horses are
treated for laryngitis?
40 Scrabble piece
41 Singer DiFranco
42 Alias
43 Small matter?
44 Freudian topic
45 Where lions
practice intimidation?
49 Not upfront
53 Show
54 Historic opening?
56 Guernsey sound
57 Savage
58 Where birds sing?
61 Drivel
62 Most tacky
63 Pace product
64 Coltrane
collaborator
65 Entreaty
DOWN
1 Feelings
2 Make official
3 Suit material
4 “Shame on you!”
5 Excellently
6 Vet sch. course
7 TV monitor
8 Rectangular links
area, usually
9 Minor roads
10 Lasso
11 Steam
12 Curling slider
13 Legendary guy
traditionally wearing
black boots
15 What mayo might
be
21 Grand style

23 Gamut
24 Make dirty
25 Wine choice
27 Kind of map
29 Social worker?
30 Island garland
31 Cook’s supply
33 Pester
34 Norm: Abbr.
35 It might be electric
36 “__ you happy
now?”

38 Any day now
39 Young raptors
43 Spring bloomer
45 Loads
46 Renée Fleming’s
field
47 Spring time
48 Brings in
50 Drive forward
51 Western omen
52 “__ go!”
54 Rounded tool part

55 Smell
58 Old films channel
59 “The __ Sell Out”:
1967 rock album
60 Nurse
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PHOTOS BY
NICK WAGNER/HERALD

Louisville freshman Maggie Sullivan, left, and Independence
freshman Zena Gavin decorate
cookies during Holiday Hysteria
at Downing Student Union on
Wednesday.

HOLIDAY ON THE HILL

RIGHT: Brazilian freshman Felipe Silva poses for a photo
with Old Saint Nick during Holiday Hysteria at Downing
Student Union on Wednesday.
TOP: Independence freshman Zena Gavin decorates a sugar
cookie during Holiday Hysteria.
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Gallery Hop
ends season
with variety
of venues

LIFE

BY ANDREW HENDERSON
LIFE@WKUHERALD.COM

Singing

Sensation

BY STEPHANIE JESSIE
LIFE@WKUHERALD.COM

When Nashville senior Joshua Pulley first joined the military, he feared
something unusual.
“Basic training, you don’t want anyone to know you sing,” he said. “It’s
kind of dangerous…in my opinion
it was a weakness that I didn’t want
them to exploit.”
However, friends overheard Pulley
singing in the laundry room during
basic training and let his drill sergeant
know.
“I sang for him and, after that moment, I sang at Lord knows how many
training events,” he said.
His first sergeant, the highest ranking
sergeant in the company, asked him to
perform the National Anthem at an infantry ceremony attaching blue cords
to the uniforms, which are presented
to those who have completed their initial entry training.
After the ceremony, the usually stern
sergeant walked up to him with a tear
in his eye to compliment the life Pulley
brought to the well-known song.
“They all called me an idiot for joining the military,” he said. “They were
like, ‘You can do so much more with
your life and you decided to join the
military.’”

One drill sergeant took Pulley aside
and commended him on his decision
to put a hold on his opera career to join
the military. Another friend reminded
him how he had the world laid at his
feet. Words like these inspired Pulley
to go back to school to get his Bachelor
of Arts in music.
Pulley, who has been singing his
entire life, began singing classically
in high school after his choir teacher
encouraged him to further his vocal
education.
“He told me like, ‘Hey, I can’t do anything else with your voice, but I’m
going to take you up to see my voice
teacher (from college) because I think
you’ve accelerated past the level I feel
comfortable teaching,’” Pulley said.
Once a week for a year-and-a-half,
Pulley’s teacher drove him to Bowling
Green from Nashville to receive lessons from Elizabeth Volkman, a Julliard School of Music graduate who
was teaching at WKU. It was during
these lessons that Pulley fully began
understanding his ability to train his
voice and become an opera singer.
During an American Idol-style competition at the Orchestra Kentucky,
Pulley met Wayne Pope, an assistant
professor of music at WKU.
“He had a very promising, wonderful
voice,” Pope said. “We spoke with him

after and found out that he had been
studying with one of our teachers and
was coming to Western.”
Pulley originally planned on becoming a music teacher, but changed his
mind after joining the Army.
“One of the points of becoming a
high school music teacher is to tell
the kids, honestly, what to expect,” he
said. “If I went into teaching right out
of college, you’re not going to have
that experience to tell those kids.”
It was through the encouragement
of the military that Pulley came back
to the Hill last fall.
Today, Pulley sings for the Nashville
Opera. Last summer he spent time at
the Cincinnati Conservatory of Music,
one of the top music programs in the
world. He also frequents church stages, favoring “O Holy Night” as a go-to
opera piece, no matter the season.
He will sing the “Star Spangled Banner,” “My Old Kentucky Home” and
“College Heights,” WKU’s alma mater,
at the commencement ceremonies
next weekend.
“We pick someone every semester
to sing at graduation,” Pope said. “It’s
always an honor. We try to find our top
students.”
One area that contributed to Pulley
being chosen were the results of a jur-

Five evenings a year, local galleries and art studios open their doors
to the public and invite the Bowling
Green community inside to take a
look at what they have to offer. Bowling Green citizens are invited to traverse the streets of the city to immerse
themselves in a culture of creativity
and wonder.
The Bowling Green Gallery Hop is
swiftly approaching its fifth and final
showing for the 2014 year on Friday.
The Gallery Hop showcases art galleries, independent studios and museums throughout Bowling Green
to promote the city’s colorful artistic
community.
Venues such as Christ Episcopal
Church, Ingen Art Gallery & Studio,
Yellowberri and Pushin Building Artist Studios will be participating in the
upcoming Gallery Hop.
Christ Episcopal Church will be featuring art made by ordained Episcopal priest the Rev. Canon Amy Real
Coultas. Coultas currently works in
Louisville as the Canon Missioner of
Christ Church Cathedral.
Laura Goodwin, director of children’s education at the church, said
the name of Coultas’ exhibit will be
called “Keeping Watch.” Going along
with the season of Advent, the exhibit
will portray views of the Holy.
“She tries to capture glimpses of the
Holy in everyday life,” Goodwin said.
Goodwin said that the church joined
the Gallery Hop two years ago to reach
out to the Bowling Green community.
She said that church has had a place
in the art world and is in itself sacred.
“We feel the church has been a part
of portraying art for many years, historically,” Goodwin said.
Other venues, such as the Ingen Art
Gallery & Studio, however, won’t be
following the same theme as Christ
Episcopal Church.
Courtney Davis, co-owner of Ingen,
said this is the studio’s second year
participating in the Gallery Hop. Ingen is home to a variety of different
art, including fan art, pop art and graffiti style art.
“We have stuff that’s out there and
not ordinary,” Davis said.
Davis said she and her boyfriend
started the gallery two years ago when
the two were simply looking for something to do that they were both interested in. Since then, the gallery has expanded to showcasing the couple’s art,
teaching local art classes and offering
programs for children.
Davis said that Ingen will be hosting
a holiday sale during the Gallery Hop
and they will be showcasing two new
artists during the event. One artist will
be a student from WKU and the other a local teenager from the Bowling
Green community.
Pushin Building Artist Studios will
also be featuring some special deals
for Christmas gifts. Pushin is an art
studio where several local artists have
set up shop and a wide array of items
will be on exhibit for the Gallery Hop.
Myra Dwyer, co-manager of Pushin,
listed several of the artists that will be
featured at the event.
Silk paintings by artist Laura McGee will be on display. Angie Alexieff
will be doing mini-paintings for $10.
Cindy Houston will have on display
some of her paintings that she does

SEE SINGING PAGE B3

SEE GALLERY HOP PAGE B3

JUSTIN GILLILAND/
HERALD

Nashville senior
Joshua Pulley, a
vocal major, sings
for the Nashville
Choir, the WKU
Chorale, WKU Men's
chorus and the First
Christian Church in
Bowling Green.

BG EATS

Shake Rag could use a shake up
BY JOHN GREER

OPINION@WKUHERALD.COM

Shake Rag Mama’s “Cookin” Restaurant offers generous portions of downhome southern dishes at affordable
e a little
prices. But its food could use
more soul.
Shake Rag is unabashedly
dly
a southern restaurant. The
e
e
shop is set up like a large
n
southern diner with an open
floor plan, plastic menuss
and a requisite glass coffee
e
pot.
The menu definitely fitss the
comfort food model. One can find an
array of fried meat, fish and barbecue
alongside a slew of different southern
sides such as macaroni and cheese,
turnip greens and black-eyed peas.
The daily special was a traditional
meatloaf with two sides. Served in two
hunks and glazed with a sweet tomato
sauce, the meatloaf was soft and suc-

culent but featured a nice outer crust.
Unfortunately, it seemed a little under
seasoned. Those looking for excitement will find it mostly in the sauce —
it was similar to ketchup but packed a
vinegary tang that paired with the underlying meatiness.
Th
The corn nuggets were a
pl
pleasant surprise — creamy
li
little pockets of fried corn
b
both sweet and savory.
T
They packed an appetizing
ccrunch.
Along with the nuggets
cam
came a heaping serving of limp
cabba
cabbage steeped in a warm beige
broth. By trading in the muted flavors
of the other dishes in exchange for an
astringent, harsher taste, they undercut
the richness of the rest of the meal.
This also came with a side of griddled
corn bread shaped like small medallions. Although not particularly flavorful, they were soft and pliable.
Shake Rag’s hospitable atmosphere

ALYSSA POINTER/HERALD

A savory meatloaf topped with a tomato based sauce and paired with corn fritters,
cabbage and corn cakes is served as a dinner special on Wednesday at Shake Rag
Mama’s "Cookin” restaurant, located at 1049 US 31W Bypass.
and clear southern influence make it
an adequate option for some tradi-

tional home cooking, but its nostalgic
dishes could use a spark of new life.
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What? We don’t use

OXFORD COMMAS
in journalism? Like, why?

It’s going to be okay. It’s a part of the
EXPERIENCE.
HIRING PHOTOGRAPHERS, DESIGNERS, REPORTERS AND SALES REPRESENTATIVES
AT THE COLLEGE HEIGHTS HERALD FOR THE SPRING 2015 SEMESTER.
Editorial board applications due NOVEMBER 25 | Staffers due DECEMBER 8
at the STUDENT PUBLICATIONS ofﬁce.

COLLEGE HEIGHTS HERALD
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WKU program visiting country for third time this winter
BY MADISON MARTIN
LIFE@WKUHERALD.COM
The Republic of Cuba, located
approximately 90 miles away
from Key West, Florida, has
gradually been opening its borders to tourists, especially for
those who wish to study there.
Such is the case for professor
Walker Rutledge and his group
of 11 students, as they plan to
tour and study the country for
two weeks in January 2015.
“We try to take in as much
about Cuban culture as one
can possibly take in in 14
days,” Rutledge said, by addressing topics like religion,
politics, money, agriculture
and private enterprise.
Rutledge, English honors
advisor and assistant professor of English, along with English Department Head Robert
Hale, will guide the students
in the course entitled ‘Cuban
Literature & Culture’ as they
gain an understanding of all
the unique factors that make
the country what it is.
In order to be permitted to
enter Cuba, the university
had to obtain an educational
license as their reason for visiting the embargoed country.
The group uses a travel service provider in Canada called

NAOMI DRIESSNACK/SPECIAL TO THE HERALD

WKU students walk around Old Havana on Jan. 11, 2014. As
retired architect Miguel Coyula informed the group, Havana is
currently undergoing a restoration project in hopes of rebuilding the city and preserving the charm of Old Havana. In January,
Professor Walker Rutledge led a Cuban Literature and Culture trip
to Havana and Santa Clara, Cuba.
Authentic Travel Cuba to successfully get them to Havana.
Because of the embargo
the United States established
against Cuba in 1960, the nation looks as if it has been “frozen in time,” as Bardstown junior Cole McDowell put it.
This is his second trip studying abroad, the first time being at Harlaxton College in
England, but he is anticipating
something entirely exceptional

SINGING

Continued from Life

ied competition in the music department where the professors chose the
best male and best female singers.
Pulley has won three times in a row:
once the semester before he left to join
the military and twice last year when
he came back.
When Pulley isn’t performing, he visits high school choirs to encourage students, particularly males, to continue
following their passions, no matter
where it takes them.
“Women, I think they are very equally
important but, in the high school stage
for males, there’s a big self-confidence
thing,” he said. Pulley encourages them
to take the gift that is unique to them
and use it as motivation to continue.
“That’s probably one of my favorite
things to do,” he said.

about visiting this nation that
has been shunned by his own.
“Cuba is just such an interesting country with a rather
ominous history, especially in
terms with U.S. and Cuba relations,” he said. “I think that’s
something that will be really
cool to see firsthand.”
The group is following a specific itinerary that has essentially been submitted beforehand and then permitted by

Pulley graduates in May and has
dreams of becoming a singer in the
Army Music division of the military,
which includes singing across the
world and, sometimes, for the President of the United States.
“My eventual goal is to become a selfproclaimed musician, to sing professionally, actually being able to do the
main roles,” he said.
Most males voices do not fully mature
until their late 20s, and a 30-something
male singer is still considered young in
the opera industry.
However it happens, Pulley hopes to
use his voice to touch people through
his music.
“It is better to live a life happy and
doing something you love than to live
a life miserable and doing something
you don’t love and you’re only doing it
for money, because money won’t bring
you happiness,” he said.

the Cuban government. The
group is set to visit many places like the Havana Club Rum
Museum, the resting place of
Che Guevara, and Finca Vigía,
Ernest Hemingway’s residence for over 20 years.
“Once you go there, they
want you to follow this very
structured thing,” Jerry Barnaby, Study Away director, said.
Barnaby said in comparison
to other Study Abroad trips, an
element of spontaneity is lost,
because a group could decide
to change their plans if it still
fits with the course’s objectives, and realistically have the
freedom to do so. With Cuba,
this is not the case.
However, the ability to tour
there, and the infrastructure
to provide for this tourism, has
gradually improved over the
years. Barnaby, who went on the
exploratory mission with Rutledge in August of 2012 in order
to determine how they could
create this trip, said the country
has a strange mixture of old ’50s
cars and bombed-out buildings
with rebuilt ones beside them,
as though the country would
like to give the impression that
“things are fine.”
But even though the infrastructure is old and still requires great improvement in

GALLERY HOP
Continued from Life

from dryer lint, and several other
exhibits will be available for view and
purchase. Dwyer said that Pushin has
been a part of the Gallery Hops for
many years now and it is always enjoyable to see people coming into the
studio.
“The people coming through are
some of the regular customers and
some new customers,” Dwyer said.
Yellowberri, a business specializing
in branding, video production and
marketing, will be entering into their
third or fourth non-consecutive year
with the Gallery Hop. Josh Hampton,
co-owner of Yellowberri, said that he
and Andrew Sturgill started the business six years ago in a basement in
Glasgow. Hampton fondly recalled
where his and Sturgill’s business had

order to provide for more tourism, the people have universal
health care and are “wonderfully hospitable,” according
to Rutledge. Comparing and
contrasting the United States
with Cuba seems to be a heavy
element about the trip.
“We have so much here yet,
people are stressed out and
unhappy; and there, they don’t
have much, but they seem
much more happy,” Barnaby
said.
Cuba is not the only trip that
is being conducted during this
upcoming winter. Approximately 63 other students are
studying abroad in Belize, Costa Rica, Ecuador and France,
as well as another 75 “studying
away” within the United States.
As far as taking a trip like one
of these goes, “…if it is within
your grasp…take it,” McDowell said. “It’s a fantastic experience, it’s a great way to sort of
challenge and expand one’s
own worldview, and college is
a great time to do that…”
Just know that “if you’re going to invest in that, you want
to make sure you’re investing in it for the right reasons,”
Barnaby said, adding that it’s
important to figure out how a
trip will benefit a student academically.

started.
“Basically it was two dudes on a laptop in a basement and now we employ 11 people,” Hampton said.
Hampton said that Yellowberri is partnering with Big Head Studios, a studio
out of Bradenburg, to provide gallery-goers with a different experience. Josh Mitcham of Big Head Studios will be working
with Hampton to display art and perform
at Yellowberri. Hampton said the performance will cover a plethora of subjects.
“Most of the art will consist of pop
culture, movies, folk heroes, music
and iconic figures,” Hampton said.
The Bowling Green Gallery Hop
will take place Friday from 5 p.m.
to 9 p.m., except for Christ Episcopal Church, which will be closing at
8 p.m. The full list of venues can be
found at www.visitbgky.com/events/
detail/the-bowling-green-galleryhop/.

CONGRATULATIONS
FALL 2014
Honors College Graduates!
Meredith Adams
Alyssa Badinger
Cherita Black
Kathryn Briggs
Chloe Brown
Jennifer Case
Kaitlyn Clark
April Cowles
-HŲUH\&UHHFK
Hannah Dale
Minh Dao
Breion Douglas
Eli Estes
Stephen Farley
William Garcia
Jennifer Hail
Shelby Higgins

Cody Hutchins
Elias Kleinsmith
Madison LeRoy
Samantha McKean
Lora Miller
Rachael Misiuta
Caitlynn Oberhausen
Abigail Oldham
Zachary Ritchey
Anna Roederer
Andrew Salman
Rachel Sutterley
Guiedem Tchoula
Rebecca Thieman
Jesse Wells
Skylar Wooden
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Doughty enjoying another record-breaking season
BY KYLE WILLIAMS
SPORTS@WKUHERALD.COM
Prior to the football season’s
beginning, redshirt senior receiver Willie McNeal said his
quarterback, fellow redshirt senior Brandon Doughty, would
have a season to remember.
Twelve games, 44 touchdowns and 4,344 passing yards
later, McNeal was correct.
One year after setting new
school records for passing
yards, completion percentage,
single-game completions and
single-game passing yards, he
broke all of them again with
4,344 yards, a 67.5 completion
percentage, 46 single-game
completions and 593 singlegame passing yards.
Doughty also set new marks of
58 career touchdowns, 44 singleseason touchdown passes —
which is just one shy of any other team in the FBS — and eight
single-game touchdown passes.
“I think he’s played tremendous,” Head Coach Jeff Brohm
said. “He’s had an outstanding
year. He’s definitely rose to the
occasion, he’s improved in every area of his game … He did
extremely well all year in getting

BRANDON CARTER/HERALD

Redshirt senior quarterback Brandon Doughty (12) celebrates with sophomore wide receiver Taywan Taylor (2) after rushing for a 15-yard touchdown during WKU's 52-24 victory over Army.
rid of the ball quickly, being accurate, making good decisions,
processing information.”
The redshirt senior’s eighttouchdown
performance
ranks 16th on the all-time FBS

list, and it’s the highest of any
quarterback playing on the
road in FBS history.
He’s just the eighth quarterback in FBS history to throw
eight touchdowns in a game

and the third to accomplish
the feat against a nationally
ranked opponent.
Then-No. 19 Marshall entered the game as the 14th-best
total defense in the country.
His 44 touchdowns and
4,344 passing yards are No. 1
among FBS quarterbacks this
season to go along with his No.
2 ranking in points responsible for at 278, his No. 3 ranking
in total offense at 357.3 yards
per game and his No. 6 passing efficiency rating at 163.5.
In addition to Doughty’s
gaudy regular-season num-

bers, he completed 159-of-213
(74.6 percent) of his passes
in six home games this season for 2,107 yards, 24 touchdowns and zero interceptions.
“I’m ecstatic for him,”
Brohm said. “I think that he
has really had an outstanding
year. To put up the numbers
he’s put up is really mind-boggling. To put up the numbers
he put up in the home games
is even more mind-boggling.
He’s put in the hard work. He
knows what his strengths are.
He’s improved upon his weaknesses. We try to play to his
strengths, and he understands
that … He leads by example.”
Doughty has orchestrated a
Hilltopper offense that’s broken single-season records
for points, touchdowns, total yards, single-game yards,
passing yards, completions,
touchdown
passes,
first
downs, passing first downs
and first-quarter points.
WKU’s new mark for points
in a season sits at 528, surpassing the former total of 432 that
was reached in 15 games during the 2002 season — three
more than the Hilltoppers
played this season.
Doughty, McNeal and company will have a shot at breaking even more records in the
team’s bowl opportunity that
was solidified with the Hilltoppers’ 67-66 overtime victory at Marshall.
Now, as WKU fans have
grown accustomed to all season, we just have to sit back
and enjoy the show.

Brandon Doughty

1st in NCAA

NICK WAGNER/HERALD

Redshirt senior quarterback Brandon Doughty takes charge of the offense in the Nov. 28 game against
Marshall. Doughty's 44 passing touchdowns and 4,344 passing yards leads all other FBS quarterbacks.

SIDELINES

Continued from sports
wouldn’t have had my experience at
WKU go any other way.
I’ve seen every form of emotions that
sports can bring – from the tears shed
by coaches and players resulting from
the end of a magical volleyball season
in the bowls of the Maples Pavilion at

Stanford University to the exuberant
cheers heard from the visiting locker
room at Marshall University from a
football team making history.
What a ride it has been. Here’s your
cliche don’t-let-the-years-go-by statement, but really, it has indeed been a
heckuva time.
Stay classy, Tops.
I’ll see y’all at the game.

Wkuherald.com
WKu's no. 1 source
for campus news

44 TouchDown's

4,344 passing yards

WKUHERALD.COM
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SEE Y'ALL AT
THE GAME

ELLIOTT PRATT

SPORTS@WKUHERALD.COM
I’ve written a lot of words for the Herald.
Ask anyone who has worked the copy
desk or served on the editorial board
of this paper the last two-and-a-half
years and they’ll say either my stories
were too long or they were thankful because my stories took
up needed space in the
paper.
Now it’s come to the
inevitable
dilemma
that I must try to fit everything I’d like to say
about Western Kentucky University within
Elliott Pratt the few hundred words
of this final column.
Or several hundred words.
I’m not the traditional college student that came here four years ago as a
freshman ready to conquer the world.
I was a country boy from Springfield,
Tennessee, ignorant of his own thick
southern accent who wanted to talk
about sports on TV. I attended Volunteer State Community College the
first two years of school and worked
a graveyard shift at UPS for half that
time.
Good times.
Then I came to Bowling Green – just
a single hour from home – and was
quickly made aware I spoke like a hick
and didn’t know near as much about
sports journalism as I thought.
Graduation looms in just over a week.
I still have a bit of an accent and I get to
talk sports at times when I’m not writing about it, but what I’ve learned in
just over two years of writing sports for
the Herald can’t be contained within
any long-form story I’ve written or really within this column.
Before coming here I had never left
the soil of SEC football country. I’m not
kidding on the soil part – meaning I
had never even been on a plane.
Now, I can say I’ve visited many parts
of the country, with a trip to the west
coast in 2012 for the NCAA Volleyball
Tournament in California where I was
denied an order of sweet tea for the

first time in my life.
I finally ate a What-A-Burger during my first trip to Texas for the NCAA
Women’s Basketball Tournament last
spring. I got on a bus early the day after
Christmas in 2012 and traveled 40 mph
in the snow to write about the fan experience of WKU’s first ever bowl game
in Detroit and I was in Kansas City to
witness Ray Harper’s 16-seed squad
nearly make history against Kansas.
I quickly learned to appreciate the
rich history of the Hill. I could walk the
Hilltopper Halls of History in Diddle
Arena for an entire day and listen to
Paul Just tell stories from each decade.
I’ve sat with John Oldham, Jim Richards, Jim McDaniels and Clarence
Glover to hear stories about WKU’s
lone trip to the Final Four in 1971. I’ve
had coffee with Butch Gilbert to talk
about the life and legacy of the late Jimmy Feix and his building of the WKU
football program.
It was a process that took a while. I
clearly remember covering my first
Lady Topper basketball game two
years ago on a near empty press row.
A few seats to my right was a whitehaired man making a mess of popcorn
and talking to me like I needed to care
about his analysis of the game.
I found out a few weeks later that
man was legendary Lady Topper basketball coach Paul Sanderford.
I also remember a time when I first
started writing for the Herald when
I asked my sports editor at the time,
Brad Stephens, why he cared to know
so much about old names and stories
of WKU’s past.
I was naïve and acted as if that stuff
didn’t matter. Now I’m the guy who is
getting asked that same question two
years later.
What I’ve experienced in my short
time here has been a direct result of
making the most of my opportunities
given, and they have been plenty.
Fellow Hilltoppers, you may be reading this column and affirming with
yourself that I’m just a sports junkie
who gets excited over box score trends
and Monday media meals. And you’d
be correct in that assumption. But I

SEE SIDELINES PAGE B4

Kaspar leaves basketball program
BILLY RUTLEDGE

SPORTS@WKUHERALD.COM

Head Coach Ray Harper announced Tuesday that senior
guard Kevin Kaspar will be leaving the WKU basketball program. Kaspar, who suffered a season-ending left meniscus
injury last year, will be graduating this semester and going
back home to Turkey to pursue a professional career.
"What a terrific young man," Harper said. "He will be successful long after two weeks from now. He is one that is going to have a bright, bright future. I understand the circumKevin Kaspar stances, and wish him nothing but the absolute best."
Kaspar played 73 games as a Hilltopper, scoring 351 career points while shooting 35.8 percent from the field.
"I know, speaking for the guys, we are all going to support him and the
decision he made," senior forward George Fant said. "He was a leader on our
team. He always spoke his mind, he never held anything in, if he had something to say he would let you know — good or bad."
Kasper released this statement on his Twitter account Tuesday after
Harper’s press conference:
"Hilltopper Nation, as many of you know, I am leaving the WKU Basketball
team to pursue my professional career back home in Turkey. It hasn't been
the easiest three and a half years dealing with injuries and being away from
family, but I wouldn't exchange it for the experiences and memories I made
here at WKU. I appreciate and want to thank everyone who has supported
me along my journey, but it is time to start the next chapter in my life. I will
always be proud to be a Hilltopper and keep supporting the program."

DEFICIT

Continued from sports
Jimmy Feix, along with coach Jack Harbaugh, led a last-minute campaign to
save the program. The Board of Regents voted to keep football at WKU in
April of that year.
WKU cut its men’s tennis program
in April as a direct result of the state’s
$1.05 million cut in funding. The number resulted in a 4.8 percent increase in
undergrad student tuition.
Undergraduate students currently
pay $432 a year for athletics fees, which
equals out to $8,716,896 per year in student subsidy for the athletics department — down from $8,956,576 in 2012.
“We continue to fund these programs

VOLLEYBALL

Continued from sports

the program last made an appearance
at the big dance, advancing to the second round for the first time in program
history with a win over Loyola Mary-

on the backs of students,” former faculty regent Patti Minter said. “If you look
at the biggest source of revenue to our
athletic programs, it’s not ticket sales,
it’s not T.V., it’s not any of that stuff. It’s
student fees.”
In 2011 and 2012, WKU totaled
21,048 and 21,124 in fall enrollment,
respectively. Since then, the university
has seen total enrollment numbers of
20,456 and 20,178 during the past two
years — a difference of 946 students
from 2012 to 2014.
“We’re getting less from a student
fee number than we got back in 2011,”
Stewart said. “So that’s the challenge.
The cost of doing business goes up. If
any of your revenue pieces goes down, it
makes it that much more challenging.”

mount.
“It is a great feeling,” Boyan said of
finding out the team’s fate in the tournament. “I was really nervous the week
leading up and I was really nervous
right before we found out. It’s great to
finally have someone to prepare for.”
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SPORTS

» Doughty for Heisman: Redshirt
senior quarterback Brandon Doughty
is enjoying another record-breaking
season. Read more on page B4.

ATHLETICS DEPARTMENT

WKU athletics among several reporting deficits
BY KYLE WILLIAMS AND
ELLIOTT PRATT
SPORTS@WKUHERALD.COM
The WKU athletics department reported a $16.4 million deficit in 2012-2013 to the
NCAA, according to the most
recent USA Today Sports college athletics financial database released last year.
The report listed WKU’s
total revenues in 2013 at
$27,606,401, generated from
$10,026,629 in school funds,
$6,387,381 in student fees,
$3,379,547 in contributions,
$2,866,060 in rights/licensing,
$2,847,904 in other funds and
$2,098,880 in ticket sales.
WKU’s subsidy percentage,
defined as student fees, institutional support and state
money, sat at 60 percent at
the time the database was released.
WKU Athletics Director Todd

Stewart said the report isn’t indicative of how the athletic department has benefited from
investments.
“The way our budget works:
one-third of our budget is
completely
self-generated
through ticket sales, sponsorships, concessions – any thing
we sell for money,” Stewart
said. “The other third is assistance from the university,
and the other third comes
from student fees. That’s not
unusual. It’s a very normal allocation. So to imply there’s a
$16 million deficit, we’re playing word games here, but I
wouldn’t use the word deficit.”
WKU entered Conference
USA with a budget of $22.9
million in 2013-14 — the
ninth highest of the league’s 14
members. In the Hilltoppers’
last season in the Sun Belt
Conference, WKU brought

home five conference championships.
“I’ve taken great pride in the
fact that this Texas A&M study,
which is a legitimate study
each of the past three years,
has ranked us as one of the 20most successful athletic programs in the entire country
based on what we’ve achieved
and what our resources are,”
Stewart said.
Twelve of the C-USA’s 14
members reported deficits
of 43 percent or higher — the
highest being Florida International at 78 percent — to the
NCAA at the time of the database’s release.
CBS Sports released a list
of Group of Five conferences
— Big 10, Big 12, Pac-12, Atlantic Coast Conference and
Southeastern Conference —
having reported deficits, and
the University of Alabama at

Birmingham came in around
the middle of the draw with a
64 percent subsidy percentage.
UAB, a C-USA affiliate with
WKU, announced Tuesday
that it is discontinuing its football program, becoming the
first Football Bowl Subdivision
school to shut down football
since Pacific in 1995.
UAB President Ray Watts
made the decision official
Tuesday, after more than a
month of rumors surrounded the possibility of killing
the program. Watts cited a
campus-wide study from
CarrSports Consulting that
indicated the university could
save $49 million over the next
five years by discontinuing its
football program.
The reaction from UAB students, alumni and C-USA has
been one of disappointment.
"We are aware of the

study, but disappointed with
the decision to discontinue
the sport of football at UAB,
particularly because of its effect on the lives of the studentathletes and coaches that
have worked so hard to restore
the quality of the program,"
Conference USA commissioner Britton Banowsky said
in a statement Tuesday. "We
don't fully understand the decision, nor agree with it, but
do respect it and the authority
of the UAB administration to
make it."
WKU was in UAB’s shoes
once before.
In 1992, the WKU budget
committee recommended the
Hilltopper football program
be shut down after the state
mandated a $6.1 million budget cut. However, former player, coach and athletic director

SEE DEFICIT PAGE B5

VOLLEYBALL

Lady Tops set to face Iowa State on Friday in Ames Regional
BY JONAH PHILLIPS
SPORTS@WKUHERALD.COM
For the eighth time in school history,
the Lady Toppers are headed to the big
dance floor.
The No. 24-ranked WKU volleyball
team will travel to Champaign, Illinois
for a matchup with Iowa State in the
Ames Regional on Friday at 4:30 p.m. CT.
Head Coach Travis Hudson and the
program he built are no strangers to
Champaign. WKU has made the trip
to Illinois for NCAA postseason play
three times — in 2008, 2010 and 2011.
Iowa State (18-9) comes in as the
lowest-rated of the five tournament
teams to come out of the Big 12 conference.
"The Big 12 is one of the premier
conferences in the country," Hudson.
"They're going to have big, great athletes. They have a history of success at
Iowa State — they’ve done really, really
well in the last decade in the sport of
women's volleyball. It's going to be a
great matchup, there's no question
about that. They're going to be big,
physical like every team is in the Big
12 Conference, so we are going to have
our work cut out for us."
The meeting will be the first between
the Lady Toppers and Iowa State.
If WKU (30-5) is successful against
Iowa State, the Lady Toppers will face
the winner of Ohio Valley Conference
Champion Murray State (26-5) and host
school, No. 9 overall seed, Illinois (24-7).
Illinois is one of six Big 10 teams in
the tournament, second only to the
Pac-12 with a staggering 10 teams.
“We have to get through Iowa State
first,” Hudson said when asked about
the other teams in their bracket.
WKU punched its ticket to the NCAA
Tournament on Nov. 23 after winning
the Conference USA Tournament with
a 3-2 victory over Rice in Hattiesburg,
Mississippi.
The Lady Toppers will enter the tournament riding an 11-game winning
streak after clenching the Conference
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Junior middle hitter Noelle Langenkamp
goes up for a spike against a Middle Tennessee State defender during WKU's
match against the Blue Raiders on
Nov. 15.
USA Championship with a 3-2
win over Rice.
Seniors C-USA tournament MVP Heather Boyan and
Mollie Pajakowski will look to
draw on their experiences from
Stanford two seasons ago when
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